Stumbling into the 21st Century...

Seems like only yesterday…….. it was 1978, and I’d just moved from Kalamazoo to sunny San Diego. No more trying to dodge razor sharp dashboards flying at me down the “U” line…. Yep, I made Chevy Nova dashboards for 2 years, then spent the next 30+ years putting radios in them………… Security was controlled with a key drilled in the fender, or trunk, and all the speakers were grounded to the chassis. Around 1980 we had to make a choice…. Security? Or not! I took the plunge since I was working commission, and more products = more jobs to me. Actually there was less wiring, but you had to find the wires, instead of them waiting behind the dash. I got $40 to do a passive security system, and radios were only $25. If it needed a key mount drilled…. +$10. Test Light became a necessary tool. Crimestopper, VSE, Hofco, and Black Bart were all familiar brands from that era. 

Things seemed to progress pretty fast through the „80s with everybody jumping on the remote control bandwagon… early models with “scratch” coding, then “code hopping” to stop thieves from capturing the code used to arm a system, then reproduce that code to bypass an alarm. 

By the early 90‟s seems like everybody had some version of code hopping, and with the increasing range of transmitters, here comes remote starting… At that time it was only for automatic transmission cars, with fuel injection. We still only recommend Fuel injected vehicles, but manual transmissions have been added to the mix. Add airbags to the vehicles, and obd2 communications/engine management, security had be-come a specialist area. VATS came in, and GM followed that big hit with passlock 1&2. By ‟98 Transpond-ers were being used all over. Certain vehicles like the Jeep “Grand Cherokee” required a data interface to command locks through the “CCD Bus”. I could tell it was a Large Bus, and I was under it………… 

Then in ‟02 it happened…… security only on a Trailblazer. I had nothing from Directwire, and had to de-liver the vehicle with panic, park lamps (wired to the front lamps directly), and impact….. sure it was chirp-ing, and blinking the LED…. The DATA era had arrived. I made a call to DEI and was told to order a 457G. 1 week later I actually had a functional security system! So get out from under, do your home work, and start driving that bus!
